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Difce------------------------------- 
~--------------------- Quem te Deus effe, 
Fuffit et humana qua parte locatus es in re. Pers. Sat. 


Magiftrate, than an Exertion of his Authority, confiftent with its original 


N sss can be a greater Proof of the Wifdom and Prudence of the Civil 
Intention. On the Contrary, every improper Step in the Execution of his 


public Duties, is a ftrong Indication of his Ignorance of civil G2conomy : After the many 
Examples of the natural Effects of good or ma!-Adminiftration, with which Antiquity 
abounded ; modern Rulers could find no Room to deviate from the Rulers of true 
Government, were Examples alone fuffcient to direét them. In the Field of Nature, 
almoft every Phanomenon that prefents itfelf to the Philofopher, pafles equally under 
the Obfervation of any Man that has the Ufe of his Senfes: But with this Difference, 
the former by the Exercile of his Reafon, inveftigates the Caufes, difcovers the 
Natures, and traces the Defign and Tendency of thofe natural Appearances; while the 


* Jatter contents himfelf with a bare Senfibility of their having occurred. The Phyfician, 





thro’ his Acquaintance with the Conftitution of the animal Nature of Man, fees 
every Diforder to which his Patient is fubject: His Knowledge of the various and 
different Properties of the feveral Parts of the vegetable Creation, furnifhes him with 
proper Remedies for thofe Diforders, while the Patient, by his own unhappy Feeling, 
is barely convinced that he is fubject to Sicknefs and Mortality, without being able 
to diflipate the former, or prolong the Event of the latter. Thus it is in civil Polity. 
Examples alone can never teach the Magiftrate the Rules of true Government, 
nor lay open to him the Bafis upon which a well-regulated Community fhould be 
founded. Does he turn his Attention to the Monuments of ancient Hiftory, he 
beholds a thoufand exemplary Facts crouding in upon his Mind, attended with 
Circumftances fufficient to enamour him with their Beauty, or terrify him with their 
Deformity. He fees that a Nero, a CALIGULA, were Monfters equally formidable 
to themfelves and to their Subjeéts ; while TRAJAN could tafte the Sweets of real 
Felicity, in being the Father of his Country, and a Lover of Mankind. But if 
we confider thofe different Springs from which good or bad Aé@tions flow; the different 
Principles, Prejudices, Paffions and Interefts, that varioufly influence every civil Event, 
it will appear undeniably evident, that the Force of Example can never teach a Ruler 
the Methods of juft Adminiftration, He muft carry his Inquiries much higher, view 


Government in its firft Rife, trace Communities back to their Original, and acquaint 
himfelf 
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himfelf with the formal Reafons of Society. Such Inveftigations as thefe, wil! convince 
him, that Communities were formed not for the Advantage of one Man, but for the 
Good’ of the whole Body: That Government was inftituted, not to give the Rulera 
Power of reigning defpotically over the Subje&, but to preferve and promote the 
true Intereft and Happinefs of both: Thus he will learn, that while he aéts agreable 
tothe true End of his Inftitution, he juftly merits the Love and Obedience of his 
Subjects, and that he cannot deviate from it, without involving both in Mifery; 
and muft confequently, forfeit his Right of Government. Would he grow wife by 
Example, he muft view Facts not only as having happened ; he mut inveftigate 
the Caufes whence they fprung, difcover the Motives upon which former Rulers 
have acted, the Paflions and Vices to which they were fubjeét, and the Principles 
of Virtue whereby they were influenced. Furnifhed with this important Stock of 
Knowlege, he will be gnabled to determine what Qualifications are expedient to 
form the true Character of a juft and wife Ruler, and what Acts are neceflary to 
promote the real Happinefs of a People. But fhould we fuppofe him to be 
influenced folely by Obfervation of the Event of Things, without adverting to their 
Caufes, he muft be continually liable to err, even when he moft imagines himfelf 
right. The Paffions and Prejudices of human Nature, reprefent Objects to our 
Sight in fo deceptive and flattering a View, that the very Mcans he would employ 
to procure the Welfare of his Subjects, might, perhaps, inevitably draw after them 
public Mifery and Oppreffion. The Character of fuch a Magiftrate contains not 
the teaft Ingredient of Virtue; the whole Compofition is Vice of the blackeft Hue. 
Ignorance, tho’ in many Inftances pardonable in the Subject, is abfolutely criminal 
in the Raler ; for nq one has a Right to govern but he that is wife. CHARLEs I. 
paid his Head as a Tribute to his Ignorance: Had he ruled with Wifdom, 
and confequently with Moderation, his Reign might have been long and profperous. 
His Ygnorance of civil Government threw the Nation into fuch Tumults and 
Convulfions, that nothing Jef than the Deprivation of his Royalty could reftore it 
to its Orivinal Peace and ‘Tranquility: He was too weak for a King, too 
powerful for a Subje€t, and therefore the Nation, very prudently, put an End to his , 
Adminiftration, which he had forfeited by his Crimes. But how exactly have we 
topicd the Behaviour of the Romifp Church, by inferting his Name in red Letters 
in our Kalender. Ar Martyrs and Saints are famous for their Ignorance and 
Biyotry : Our royal Saint and Martyr did, by the fame divine Qualities, entitle 
himfelf to Canonization. Yctin this Character he may be of fome Service to us, 
which had he fiv’d, we fhould never have experienced. His Anniverfary may ferve 
as a continual Warning to future Princes, and teach them, that while our Nation 
preferves its native Principles of Liberty, a Crown can never refcue its iniquitous 
Pofleffor from that Punifhment which his Crimes may juftly demerit. This kind of 
Reafoning, may, perhaps, incur from one Quarter, the Character of civil Libertinifm. 
But I am far from being under any Solicitude or Concern at Reflections of that 
Sort. Men of true Principles would rather return to a State of primitive Freedom, in 
which every Man has a Right to be his own Carver, than be the Slaves of the 
greateft Monarch, or even fuffer under the moft unlimited Democracy in the Univerie. 
It is true, that Society is the mof eligible State in which Man can exift ; nor canit 
alfo be denied, that Government is abfolutely neceflary for the Happinefs of Society- 
But fill, it will appear to every one who is not bigoted to the flavith Doétrines of 
pafive Obedience and Non-Refitance, to be the height of Madpefs, to purchafe the 

Advantages 
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Advantages of Society, by giving up all our Title to Liberty. Government, at beft, 
‘ig a Burden, tho’ a neceflary one. Had Man been wife from his Creation, he would 
always have been free. We might have enjoyed the Gifts of liberal Nature, 
unmolefted, unreftrained. It is the Depravity of Mankind, that has neceffarily 
wtroduced Government; and fo great is this Depravity, that without it, we could 
fearcely fubfift: Yet who does not fee, that our Nature would teach us to live void 
of that Reftraint, could we receive all the Advantages arifing from a Subjection of 
this Kind, or greater, in a State of abfolute Liberty and Independance ? Who can 
deny, that we have ceded a Part of our original Freedom, to fecure to us the reft, 
together with the other Bleffings of Life? Without this Profpect, it is plain, no Man 
would ever fubject himfelf to the Dominion and Rule of another. And therefore, 
tho’ Government is neceflary to our Well-being, it muft be fuch as is confiftent 
with it. 


My Opinion might, pecaps, be expected, relating to the different Kinds of 
Government, of which, at prefent, I fhall fay no more than that a Compound of 
Monarchy, Ariftocracy and Democracy, fuch as is the Englifh Conftitution, is inhnitely 
the beft. But as the moft robult and durable Frame of animal Nature, is incapable of 
withftanding the inceffant Shocks of Debauchery and Intemperance, fo the beft devifed 
civil Conftitution, is fubjeét to Corruption and Decay, thro’ the Pride, Ambition, and 
Avarice of thofe in whofe Care it is lodged. ‘While our Rulers make the Happinefs of 
the Subject, the Standard of their public Acts, their Adminiftration muft be unavoidably 
produétive of the moft abundant Bleffings to Mankind. But if Paffion and private 
Intereft be the only Principles upon which they act, what can the unhappy People expect, 
but Oppreffion, Poverty and Ruin? Thefe different Principles are the two prand Caufes 
of the oppofite Effects of public Adminiftration ; the former will always be attended 
with public Profit and Advantage, the latter muft end in the Ruin of a Community. 
A Difference of this Kind arifes, not always from the different Forms of Government, 
but often from the proper Ufe or Abufe of the fame Kind of Government : For tho’ 
that Conftitinion is bet which moft fecurely guards the Rights of the Subject, yet none 
can be fo reftriGtive upon the Ruler, as to deprive him of all Power of oppreffing the 
People. , The very Notion of Government, fuppofes in fome Perfon or other, a Right 
to decree and execute Juftice; and therefore this Power may be well or ill applied, as 
fuch Perfon may be inclined to aét, either upon public Motives, or Views of Self-Intereft. 
Deprive the Ruler of this difcretionary Power, you deftroy the Government ; grant it 
tohim, and your Liberties are at beft precarious. The only Conclufion that can be 
drawn from hence is, that a People fhould be careful of yielding too much of their 
original Power, even to the moft juft Ruler, and always retain the Privilege of 
degrading him whenever he acts in Contradiction to the Defign of his Inftitution. 


Tuar the fame Government may be productive of very different and even oppofite 
Effects, will evidently appear to any one who has the flighteft Acquaintance with the 
Roman Hiftory. After the Change of Government wrought by the Ufurpation of ‘Fulius 
Cafar, the Emperors were, in Faét, vefted with abfolute Power: And tho’ the 
Commons retained fome fmall Shadow of their priftine Liberty, yet at every 
Appearance of the Legions, who were entirely under the Command of the Emperor, 
they were difperfed, like the Shades of Night by the Splendor of the rifing Sun. In 


* this Situation, the People were entirely fubje& to the Will of their Ce/ars ; they had 


given up to them fo much of their original Power, that they had not enough left to 
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fecure themfelves againft Slavery and Oppreffion. When their Ruler found his 
Happinefs in the Profperity of his People, they enjoyed the Sweets of Liberty ; but no 
fyoner did his Views center in the Purfuit of his own Intereft, and the Gratification 
of his private Paffions, than they were reduced to the wretched Condition of Slaves, 

Ir would, indeed, be unreafonable to expect, that by elevating the Magiftrate above 
the common Level of his fellow Creatures, he fhould be deprived of thofe Paffions 
which conftitute a Part of his Nature. Far from defiring this, as they are neceflary in 
private Life to ftimulate Man to A@tion, they are much more fo in public Stations, where 
the Ruler’s Duty requires the utmoft Efforts of human Nature. He fhould neither be 
difpaffionate, nor difinterefted, but fhould make his Paflions and Intereft center in the 
Happinefs of his People : Let him foar upon the Wings of Ambition, but let the State 
mount with him the Summit of real Grandeur: Is his Courage matchlefs and undaunted, 
it fhould be exercifed with Wifdom in the Defence of his Country : Is he armed with 
Power, let it be exerted in executing Vengeance againft the Enemies of the State: Is 
his Nature generous and benevolent; it fhould deluge down Favours and Bleffings upon 
his Subjects : In fhort, as he is the Vicegerent of Heaven, let his Adminiftration bear 
all poflible Refemblance to the Government of the fupreme Ruler of the Univerfe. 


From what has hitherto been advanced, I am evidently far from encouraging a Spirit 
of unbounded Licentioufnefs in the People: It is, I hope, a Charge that never will 
be laid againft me. I have already enforced the Neceffity of civil Government, and 
preferred the Englifh Conftitution as the moft eligible in Nature. Nor do I want 
Reafon to convince me, that a due Obedience of the Subject, is abfolutely requifite 
under a Government like ours, or that Libertinifm unreftrained, has a natural Tendency 
to deftroy it. Let us be content with that Portion of our natural Liberty, which we 
thought proper to retain at the original Formation of the Community, neither 
incroaching on the Prerogative of the civil Magiftrate, nor fuffering our indifputable 
Rights to be invaded. Let us watchfully obferve the Actions of the moft juft and 
temperate Ruler, and vigilantly guard againft the Attacks of lawlefs and arbitrary 
Sway : But let us ftill remember, that as the Magiftrate is cloathed with Power for the 
Security of the Subject, the People cannot ftrip him of his Authority, without reducing 
themfelves to their original Independency, the moft joylefs uncomfortable State in 
which human Nature can poffibly exift. B. 








New-York : Printed by J. Parker, at the New Printing-Ofice in Beaver-Street, 
by whom Letters to the Author are carefully delivered. 




















